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T he GT V8 S is built to slice 
through corners as brutally as 
every Continental GT already sees 
off the straights. With 2.5 tonnes 

weighing down on its four rubber corners the 
convertible is no small fry, so stiffer springs, 
revised dampers and suspension bushes keep 
the beautiful beast under control.

While the GT V8 S Convertible is not 
intended to take-on much lighter competitors, 
like the Porsche Boxster, it’s produced to give 
a new perspective on the already thriving 
Continental GT – and the driving experience 
is notably different.

The drop-top body style is a big seller – 
especially with the British summer just around 
the corner. Regardless of its higher price 

compared with the hard-top, many of Bentley’s 
other sun-soaked markets are crying out for 
deluxe topless motoring too. What’s more, the 
grandiloquent V8 pulse from the V8 S’s tailpipes 
can be better appreciated without a tin top.

Inside, the dials and displays in the V8 S 
are all just about flawless. Everything is very 
functional, clear and edifying, but debatably 
it’s not as stirring as it could have been. All the 
controls fall into benchmark Volkswagen Group 
positions so it’s extremely easy to drive, even for 
past VW Golf owners.

The Bentley is trouble-free to get in and out 
of too. The seats are sculpted to avoid getting in 
the way of either front or rear seat passengers. 
The lengthy doors extend well past the typical 
position of the front seats, so entry to the back 

of the Bentley is surprisingly effortless. And, to 
overcome the struggle for people in the front 
reaching for their seat belts, smart automated 
arms thrust the belts forward, to within reach.

Satellite navigation comes as part of the 
package, so naturally the big screen that 
it operates through is standard. The stereo 
systems, including the predictably good 
Naim Audio upgrade with built-in hard 
drive are, to a degree, controlled via this 
touch screen interface, with some portions 
of the functionality retained for conventional 
buttons. It can sometimes feel like an awkward 
and uncalled-for recipe but the screen is 
vibrant and clear, and the system does allow 
CD and auxiliary inputs as well as SD cards 
and Bluetooth.

Tim Barnes-Clay experiences deluxe convertible motoring at its best

    Bentley GT V8 S
Convertible
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WHICHEVER 
COLOUR YOU 

CHOOSE,
IT’S 
BLACK

• 20” Draco or Kalimnos alloy wheels 

• High gloss black fi nish to front and 
rear, including window surrounds, front 
grille and rear signature blades

• Bond grain interior 

• Leather sports seats and memory function 

• Metallic premium paint

• Meridian 825w surround sound system

• 3 years FREE servicing*

One of the best specifi ed cars under 
£40,000 available today.†† 

JAGUAR XF R-SPORT BLACK
with £8,770 worth of extras for only £2,100.

Limited stock available – Contact 
us today to book your test drive.

O�  cial fuel economy fi gures for the Jaguar XF range in mpg 
(l/100km): Urban from 16.7 (16.9) to 48.7 (5.8). Extra Urban from 
32.8 (8.6) to 64.2 (4.4). Combined from 24.4 (11.6) to 57.7 (4.9). 
CO2 emissions from 270 to 129 (g/km). O�  cial EU Test Figures. 
For comparison purposes only. Real world fi gures may di� er.

†Representative Example relates to an XF R-SPORT BLACK. Representative 4.9% APR available on new Jaguar XF Saloon and Sportbrake range (excluding 
all 163PS models apart from Luxury) registered between 1st April and 30th June 2015 at participating Retailers only. We may receive commission or other 
benefi ts for introducing you to Jaguar Financial Services. With Jaguar Privilege Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement 
to: (1) return the vehicle and not pay the Final Payment. If the vehicle is in good condition and has not exceeded the allowed mileage you will have nothing 
further to pay. If the vehicle has exceeded the allowed mileage a charge for excess mileage will apply – in this example 14p per mile for any excess mileage up 
to 4,999 miles and 28p per mile for any excess mileage exceeding 4,999 miles; (2) pay the Final Payment to own the vehicle or (3) part exchange the vehicle 
subject to settlement of your existing fi nance agreement; new fi nance agreements are subject to status. Representative example is based upon an annual 
mileage of 10,000 miles. Finance is subject to status and only available to applicants aged 18 and over resident in Mainland UK and N.Ireland. This fi nance o� er 
is available from Black Horse Limited trading as Jaguar Financial Services, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardi� , CF10 5BH. *This promotion applies to 
eligible Jaguar XF Saloon and Sportbrake cars registered between 1st April and 30th June 2015 at participating Jaguar Retailers. Services must take place at 
participating Jaguar Authorised Repairers. The ‘free servicing certifi cate’ should be presented to the Retailership at time of booking the vehicle in for a service 
in order to qualify. The promotion is only available at the point of registration of the vehicle in the customer’s name. Free servicing covers scheduled servicing 
and associated parts (oils, hydraulic fl uids, seals, fi lters, elements and antifreeze) and labour for three years from the date of invoice up to a maximum of 
three services (3 years or 48,000 miles diesel / 45,000 miles petrol, whichever is sooner). Scheduled servicing intervals are detailed in the vehicle handbook. 
Excludes wear and tear items such as shock absorbers, exhaust systems, tyres, windscreens, windows, engines, transmissions, electronics, cost of fi tting or 
repairing accessories and any form of accident damage and non-routine servicing work, parts or labour. The service package is not a warranty package. The 
free service promotion is only valid for the vehicle purchased. ††At time of print.

HOW ALIVE ARE YOU?

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE†

On the Road Price £38,350
Hatfi elds Finance Deposit Allowance £3,303
Customer Deposit £4,490
Total Amount of Credit £30,557
Purchase Fee (Included in fi nal payment) £10
48 Monthly Payments £449
Final Payment £13,738
Total Amount Payable £42,725
Duration of Agreement (Months) 48
Representative APR 4.9% APR
Interest Rate (Fixed) % 4.82%

Black is available in:

ALL FOR £449 PER MONTH*

HATFIELDS JAGUAR LIVERPOOL
COLUMBUS QUAY, RIVERSIDE DRIVE, 
LIVERPOOL L3 4ED
LIVERPOOL@HATFIELDS.CO.UK
0151 728 2000
HATFIELDS.CO.UK
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While the disparities between the hard top 
and soft top GT V8 S on paper might be tiny, 
the general change in driving impressions is 
massive. The convertible is brilliantly harnessed 
in corners, concealing its weight extraordinarily 
well, while offering an adjustable suspension 
system that allows both marvellous cruising 
comfort and firm handling dynamics.

The S uses a comparable adjustable suspension 
setup to the standard V8, with four selections 
between ‘Comfort’ and ‘Sport’. Regardless of the S 
model’s additional capabilities at the Comfort end 
of the spectrum, the ride quality is awe-inspiring. 

There are hardly any vibrations and you can 
barely feel road imperfections. The seats are 
multi-way adjustable and wide, yet cosseting.

The GT V8 S Convertible is set up to be an 
athletic drive, with an absence of turbo lag and 
a flourish of torque throughout the rev range 
ensuring its rapidity. But the Bentley’s real draw 
comes through fast sweeping bends where the 
chassis is both superlatively stable and brilliantly 
balanced. 

Indeed, there are few better cars to cross 
continents in luxury with the family in tow. 
ISOfix child seat mounts are standard on the 

rear seats, and there is ample room for four-up, 
plus luggage. The GT V8 S is resplendent in 
sumptuous quilted leather upholstery and high 
gloss wood, and the trim details, including the 
aviation-inspired push-pull air vent switches, 
look superb. That said; the expensive materials 
are possibly susceptible to damage from little 
sticky hands scratching away, but for older 
children there are no negative aspects.

The GT V8 S Convertible is aimed at the 
young-at-heart driver, so, colour-wise, as 
well as Bentley’s customary debonair shades, 
there are some more audacious hues that look 
mind-blowing on the GT V8 S’s well-formed 
body. My test car came with the most dazzling 
electric blue metallic paintjob – it looked utterly 
magnificent, especially against its folding black 
canvas roof. 

Of course, if you have the means, then this 
opulent drop-top is perfect, providing you like 
al fresco, dynamic, exclusive motoring.  But, 
more importantly, you will also be buying into 
an iconic British name that is the most sought-
after luxury car brand in the world.

Bentley GT V8 S Convertible
Max speed: 191 mph
0-62 mph: 4.7 secs
Combined mpg: 25.4
Engine: 3993cc 8 cylinder, 32 valve, twin-
turbocharged petrol
Max. power (bhp): 521 
Max. torque (lb.ft): 501
CO2: 254 g/km
Price: £164,800


